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By Barry S. 'Felcher 

A top police offiCiaI'iadir|ittM 
Friday that police ^ndefCoveV' 
agents have infiltrated coihj - 
munity groups but said it was - 
done only “to get information 
that would enable control 
traffic ; at lany demonstration . 
&ey might hold.” 

First Deputy .Supt. Michael 
5 p i o 1 1 o offered that ex- 
planation to a crowd of about 
40 angry members of the Citi- 
zens Action Program who 
crowded into the lobby of pp- 
liee headquarters, 11th and 
State, seeking a meeting to 
protest the police activity. 

The Daily News disclosed 
'Thursday that police under-' 
cover agents;, had infiltrated 
CAP 'and at least four other 
community and civic organiza- 
tions that had often been criti- 
cal of the policies of Mayor 
Richard J. Daley and the po- 
lice department. . 

SPIOTTO TOLD the CAP 




'■'Police undercover agent Marcus Salone, who served as president of thq Organization for 
Better Austin, is shown with community activist Gail Clncotta at City Hall demonstration 
‘ last year. 



protestors that (under- 

cover) activity of this police 
department is hot designed to 
disrup any organization. 

“The purpose is to keep the 
department informed of any 



planned demonstrations, re- 
gardless of whether they, are 
peaceful or disruptive,” he 
said. 

“There is a need for such im 
formation, to allocate suf- 



ficient personnel to preclude 
disruptions of traffic.” 

Spiotto is acting head of the 
department while Police Supt. 
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James M. Rochford is vaca- 
tioning in Ireland. 

CAP’S treasurer, Joseph 
Crutchfield, told Spiotto, in re- 
sponse: , 

“We .have been an open or- 
ganization. We have even in- 
vited police officers to become 
members. Our doors are open. 
There is no need for spies.” 

ANOTHER CAP leader. Ha- 
zel Montgomery, told Spiotto 
that “we also demand that all 
files and other materials gath- 
ered by police agents, con- 
cerning CAP, be turned over to 
us.” 

“There are no files,” Spiotto 
answered. 

Crutchfield said that to fur- 
ther protest the spying, CAP 
leaders plan to seek meetings 
with Mayor Richard J. Daley, 
Police Supt. Rochford, and 
Ware, whose men carried out 
the undercover assignment. 



Juanita Leipelt, a CAP vice 
president, told Spiotto that 
“our organization has been 
fighting crime in the neighbor- 
hoods for over two years. 

“You’d be well advised to 
take (undercover) police out of 
community groups that are 
working to better life; for Chi- 
cagoans, and put those police 
on the street, to fight crime.” 

A POLICE press release, 
handed out to reporters imme- 
diately after the 15-minute con- 
frontation, said that “Supt. 
Rochford some time ago re- 
viewed these assignments and 
decided that this type of activi- 
ty was unnecessary. 

“These men subsequently 
were assigned to new duties,” 
the release stated. 




